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February 23, 1950

Memorandum
Tos Regional Director
From: Historian

 Subject: Reports on Fort Sumter, 1860 and 1861

A "second look" at the Historian's initial research reports
on Fort Sumter, December 26, 1860 and April 12, 1861, indicates that
there are a few minor errors therin which should be corrected; also,
a few things which should be clarified, . |

1860 Report:

(1) (page 5, line 1) Sentence reading "Traverse circles
had been laid on both faces . « % This was intended to mean
‘on the first tier only; thus "first tier," should be included
after "both faces,". It follows that the "concrete foundations"
referred to in line 7 pertain only to the first tier,

(2) (page 15, line 6)., Likewise, sentence reading "Traverse
circles (dimensions above) had been laid; o o " Insert "(0n
first tier, and in one second-tier casemate)®,

(8) (page 6, last three lines)., Sentence reading "All first
tier embrasures had been provided with double 6" wooden shutters,
one on the outside, and one fitting close to the inside of the
throat, both linked together," Closer examination of letter,
Lieuts. Seymour and Spyder to Major Anderson, 24 March; 1861, in
Volume I, Series I, Official Hecords, Amy; pp. 213=5, convinces
Historian that the "double shutter" arrangement was adopted for
"guns for instant service" between December, 1860 and April,
1861, and that the original arrangement for all 41 embrasures of
| - the firslt casemate tier was single 6" wooden shutters "secured
with a wooden brace and rope lashing." These were probably placed

next the throats of the embrasure on the cutside. More exact
information is not available,

(4) (First floor plan, Gorge), To the left of the Sally-
port passageway the three kitchens (which are, of course , dupli-
| - cated on the right side of the Gorge), indicated as 18' wide
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should be 17' wide, as drawn. Likewise, the guardroom and
kitchen immediately to the right of the sally-vort passageway.
The vertical parlor dimension should be 19t 6" rather than 20°¢,
These (revised) widths represent the distance between plastered
lathings (airspace) rather than the distances between ¥"naked"
walls, which is the norm used in the "front" room dimensionsg
Gorge, as well as in barracks (unless otherwise marked )e The piers
between all these rooms, where indicated as 7', actually include
6" of lathing or airspace on each side, so that the masonry piers
themselves actually are 6' wide, However, as drawn, the 7' dimen-
sion should stand, |

The space at each side of the pier between the kitchen and
parlor at the right of the left magazine, indicated as 23!, should
actually be 13', as drawn, Similarly, the space next the pier be-
tween that parlor and the kitchen at its right, marked 2', should
be 13', as drawn. ©>imilarly, the space marked &' next the pier
next right of that one., The outer opening of the Sally=port should
be 11' (estimated) instead of 10', The Historian was misled in

these figures by contradictory interior measurements, and lathing
(airspace) partitions.

1861 Report:

(1) (page two, line 13): "two 42-pounders" (Right Flank) should
read "four 42-pounders,” This was an error either of copying or
typing and makes no difference in the total number of guns (60).

(2) After Miron plate," on line 11, page 3, add: "The remaining
16 'instant service' guns had their embrasures closed by an inner
6~inch wood shutter fitting clese to the throat, in addition to

the outer (original) shutter; the two shutters were linked and
tightened together by an iron key,."

(3) Footnote 4 reference to Official Records should read "215"
rather than "225%,

Frank Barnes ' . i
HBistorian '

copy




Cporations &t lord cmbor durin

April 12, 1661 wero

rected sttack, Thus, the ‘nein-er, captelin de G4 Foster, wrote of
We period

iemediately followln Uic occupations ®The regular work was
then stop;ed, and all the remalnin, force was at once put to work
MOUNLANG SUAE o » o And otherwlize reararin to meet and repulse any
atiack Lhat the force of tho "tate it nale upon use® A policy

& f “f im HE’-:W f 3 ‘5‘ il i ;ﬂ”‘? Hz ly 8 £ i{:{rt ufﬂ.n; 9 iﬂ &(wit iﬂﬂ [ :.v ﬁ;.:.**&tﬁﬁ-

o! chorte e of conpiruction matorinl {u oriace »hich bocume an ottt
. N J 1
1ity lon: before iApeil) and a Jwindlin, Iolcr force,

forordir

21y, the larrucie romained uninished, Lie taci of flag ing
the casenmate floors wae carried no further, and tic cightefoot-souare
openin. s in the scarp of the socond tier were cloced with t

hreo Jeet Gf
brick rodber than ahnmd into gun embraourec, The emall size of the jarrie
son wes an additional ractor horsp with e gtrenjth of but sixby=five ron,

of another tior of s wap not foasible; L opemdngs, mrin-

whils, rmuuot Lo clogeds iho mw—-xm in twenty~seven of the openin e

Ty

Hﬁ’ﬁ “on mma : t ﬂf E‘f‘ort
h.ﬂi- r 1 + * i» y * _

.-q- N

Ryl

HE?[ t’?;.




.......

Lﬂﬂ'

,‘

¢

s rytoun w toe f 2t of aand oL in pl&m W & ﬁiﬂﬂ'ﬁhﬂ-ﬂﬁ (o I Wm

or Yy harrels, in eisht others by two feot of flagring~-stoneo laid m#

in the remalniny six by v twrlck or piles o "finishing-ct

Terdng tho period 39 guac wers mounbed on

otie tiore of

b Ty f@l«gg in a4 %ﬁ_u 1 ’ Iy Oy m ﬁm m&@ ng 1 i
} S mxﬂ ﬁMt ﬁm ¥ i S

oo of the inftdal attack wus 0, , L
mm it ﬁmﬂ’ LT *1i# Jf}“"},é@r’ m e g

"f

op i Eres

E T e A
¥ E uﬁ ’ miﬁ“ﬁ LW;@_ 1@ tﬁ} .

Zorpe (-n los), tws SZepoundorc. S

arvetioc ticrt qght {lanik, cne 10-inch oo

we de=coundorsy Loft flank, one 10=inch colun oo y WO Gl ol oo

urtiad, ‘onr Beinch ::f:zlm-

bwo d2=o0undercy ight ﬁ.ﬁ% ’ M’iﬁj left facn, . wno Jwinch E‘“‘*“‘?M

howiters, one Gl cuniery  Lorge, one elnch eeccort fowltzer ’ Lic 52w

.
..

25 * Eﬁﬁ%%ﬂ &3 t&mm !t to be pﬁ‘f}lﬁﬁ”m
ore “inteled’ , or téwt the Mdi.vi ml mm of tigt
't non% i’%’ﬁ Wf, it; is s..m.«.iaww* m:tta %HM
{anc a...i aeoonoutrling ) B fmm;wﬂ LEPENNEN e
perlo y and f;ik: ""””’wiﬁ-*

B Wﬁ e
*"?MW u m “u, .1..{; -

novnders, ﬁix CAmpOUNCCTE o

- o

4, _11
i Tt %

F @5!

L

o Sabuis t a8 of April By 1861
purate than the oiie. bowr. n sbolch on Deae 228

; Mt @ﬁ tJ}SQ J"p | “
ﬁmﬂ 5 Mq., ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁf !ﬂ ﬁﬁﬁii‘biﬁ}ﬂ* ﬁ:m& ‘ % s
aking 8 totcl of 40 in both tort,
tiar are adiad, gt oo

ﬂm

cxe to o mwx M‘ aﬁ, thm mmg s m-tm wm
i dmrs m bm momted (per:aic.ily) wm h

' @wz‘* )e




¢ ¢

Paradew rounds one 10" colun iad, noar the right siculder angle,
foure 8" coluiodp below the Jdalient end rouchly on z line with the

sAculdey o0 lo8.

LT

Sallywnorts

nobt all oo those vns on the first tler were "imnedialely avoilable®y

nine of the smbhrasvres behind whieh ung were nounted

ition to the cuter shmtter) elther by etone £

throat and laid ilet, or by bricke ladd in mortar, as indicated in the
"rinal® plan of Larch 27, 1861, Two of those first tier june ready for

"ingtant sarvice® were olosed “w iron siuttere (mmr than wood) of o
MW worn Laren Lo inmam

’{ inch iren plabe .;4 In sovaral instanecs pranizl
- the covera o of tha cuns mounted. Thag, The saropet st tho loft gmﬂga anggle
wip eubt ey 8o that the W=oowmder mountes at Lhat polnt eould doprogs IB
~degrees, suf’iciecnt for firing on the end of the wharf, On the [{irsv iler,
the zcarp well between the pagecoups of the right gorge angle and tho eme
casenato mﬂh {morked X on the first~floor plan 1860)

A aty B m m Mt, m S BT t@ tp@ EMEI‘

 brasure of the next

was m:h gway 80 Q5  to allow the 32~pou
8 Tointy ﬂm&l&r 'y ﬂm wall at tho other side of t;m DRG0

(mﬁ) s WO ﬁll@‘# nM

R-pounder in Lie ceramale ﬁ&,j@ﬂ?ﬁﬁ (WM) to bear

m at ?wﬁ"&‘ wﬂi@ﬂ {'.‘f tho {}M (mm Y or 4 o
le dﬁfﬁﬂﬂi‘?@ WMﬁiﬁna miclo dﬁriﬂu w w I T

¢ 1) o plﬁp’ 15‘"&9)‘ .

' leco1ds, g mw; f’m' piﬁhtm a!‘ Mﬂmr @i’ aloaing ubramﬂ,




P .
. --IH". - .
. PP

- - .
ik BN -

¢

on the jor;e "over and commanding the main postorne” These projecte

three or four feet from the purapet, were prenared for mshketry, and

nod trepedoors for the dropping of shells on an assaultisg fom.s*

Lnder-harrels® containing

loaded sholl was enbadded, were place

neapr the Loohloon)

L galleries, for usc in cuze of asseult, Similarly,

teinchy to @ used as grenades, 28 (ewerjency) fl.’q.hta of woode

frajments of brick and stone suitoble as nmissilon, and

1 berreploin to top of parapet were con:
(3) Large traverse, consistirg of o double curd of bosrds and
scontling £411ed with earth holsted 3

om tho parwade, erocted at lﬂﬂhb
choulder angle to protect guns of right flank

baotteries, his wae sirengthened by

in the resr ly axtre gun mriagw*e
(4) Stone and brick woll laid 4n cemen
gate to within four foet of the lintel,

It weo tires feet six inchoo WM

throug!: that menhole wos an &mm mmﬁ howitzor mountod indh
asormte corriscc, Use leaf of ¢ *% wooden gote was Cimmly

mlwa chuts the othor mld be eiﬁmr openod or m:nly Bhut, end
Gi‘mi-&l Foobaxdne

Fo {j o &8 .
s g B ‘- F L j___i.
Wi % i s R Y —— N -....--n;;,- rE2 X
mx&. For pi" _
Dl , |

280y, I, &b 8

l‘
ﬂ-'-_:-..:a% a‘ﬁt}r QI‘{ e, m j¥ olocrar




é ¢

thm%h 1% and corrmeponding with the tanhole in the will wus @
manhole closed
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nerth/ﬁhd"‘ east of this structure werc two shell-iins, dJust to the

left (west) of the lighthouse lantern were thirteen 32-pounders mounted
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(1.2) The ~orze windows and deoors were nrobectel ag follows: In
the qu?i story, the 54 windowa and six ragazine ventilators, with two
wroug! xt-iron embracuye jams, eizht inches thick und i B3 feat onzw, per—
mit'bmg af maket fire over t;hem; in the {firsL oleory, the saven doara,
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(18) Cne esbrasure on the left flank, first tier, viae enlarged, to
permlit entrance ci harrels from supnly ships, ‘hich embraesure, and

exacLly hol; are unsolved
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